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EFIS Construction

Limitations on providing coverage for EFIS buildings

Our Division has historically not written locations that are of EFIS construction.  Recent submission activity indicates that there are requests for coverage within some of our programs.

Therefore, specific guidelines to address buildings with EFIS construction are now deemed necessary.

All underwriting guidelines, as well as Qwik Notes for Property, will be revised to require any building of EFIS construction to be referred to the appropriate Home Office authority for approval.  It is our intent to avoid this construction type wherever possible, and make few exceptions to this limitation.

Effective immediately, all locations that are of EFIS construction are a Home Office referral.

The main reasons for this limitation rest with historical problems related to water penetration within the “building envelope” that creates damage to the EFIS system.  Most problems are the result of improper installation and / or improper maintenance.  Additionally, there is an increased fire risk, due to the lack of fire resistance inherent in the materials used.  

Any referral should identify age of the EFIS installation, the qualifications of the installing contractor (to the extent it is available), and maintenance procedures per periodic checks for (and repairs of where needed) openings, cracks, resealing around windows, doors, flashing, etc. of the EFIS topcoat.

For your information, EFIS (Exterior Finish and Insulation Systems) is a type of building product that provides exterior walls with an insulated, finished surface utilizing an integrated system of composite materials.  EFIS is designed and installed as a complete “system”.  It is not a trade name, but a term identifying the type of exterior finish system utilized in the construction process of a building.  You may also see the term Direct Applied Finish System (DAFS) which should be considered in the same category as EFIS.

A basic description of EFIS construction is:

· A layer of foam plastic insulation (usually expanded polystyrene) is attached to the exterior wall of a building;

· A reinforced layer consisting of a fiberglass reinforcing mesh is applied to the insulation with an adhesive (base coat);

· A final topcoat (or finish coat) is then applied with a trowel.  This is an acrylic finish.

Please assure that your internal guidelines provide for identification of EFIS exposures, and appropriate underwriting action as defined within this bulletin.

All questions should be directed to your Program Manager.
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