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Inspection and Maintenance of Fire Extinguishers

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, published by NFPA International, Inc. (NFPA) provides guidance in the inspection and maintenance of portable fire extinguishers. The following is a summary of those requirements.

Monthly Inspection

To ensure that fire extinguishers are ready for use, regular monthly inspections should be performed. The inspection should include the following:

· Is the extinguisher properly located and freely accessible?

· Are the operating instructions, designed class, and manufacturers’ information legible?

· Are all seals and inspection tags in place?

· Is all hardware secure and free from burrs, rust, and abrasions?

· Are discharge hoses firmly attached and free from dry rot, rips, and cuts, and nozzles free from obstructions?

· Does the extinguisher gauge read full (full charge is determined by weight for CO2 extinguishers, as listed on the label)?

Maintenance

To ensure that fire extinguisher will operate safely and effectively, regular maintenance should be performed. Fire extinguisher maintenance should be performed by a person(s) with the knowledge and tools necessary to perform the work. The following are some primary maintenance considerations:

· Are conductivity tests performed on CO2 extinguishers annually?

· Are fire extinguishers with a loaded stream agent (foam) disassembled and a complete internal inspection performed annually? This does not apply to non-rechargeable extinguishers.

· Are hydrostatic tests of extinguishers performed every 5 years (12 years for mild steel cylinders), in accordance with NFPA 10?

· Are extinguishers, which have 12-year hydrostatic test intervals, disassembled, inspected, and recharged every 12 years?

Record Keeping

Fire extinguisher inspection and maintenance activities should be documented. This includes the following:

· Are records maintained of monthly inspections, including deficiencies and corrective actions taken?

· Is each extinguisher provided with maintenance labels showing the type of service performed, when it was performed, and who preformed the service?

· Are records of hydrostatic tests kept on site?
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The information contained in this publication was obtained from sources believed to be reliable. ISO Services Properties, Inc., its companies and employees make no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with either the information herein contained or the safety suggestions herein made. Moreover, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require further or additional procedure.
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