Fire Safety Assessment for Dormitories
Because fires in dormitories, such as found in schools, colleges, fraternity/sorority houses, monasteries, and barracks-type facilities, hold the potential for significant loss of life and injuries, such properties require a close evaluation and a focused fire safety plan. The following information can assist in assessing the fire exposures of dormitory properties.
	Electrical Systems
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	Are electrical conductors securely fastened in place, in good condition, and not frayed or loose?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are outlet and junction boxes properly secured, covered, and without evidence of overheating?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is there an adequate number of electrical outlets/circuits to prevent overloading of circuits?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the use of extension cords prohibited?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are electrical panels and branch circuit disconnects freely accessible at all times?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is electrical equipment in wet areas, such as laundry rooms, kitchens, and bathrooms, as well as outdoor areas, provided with ground fault protection?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Heating and Air Conditioning
	
	
	

	Are air circulation systems designed to automatically shutdown in the event of a fire?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are heating systems (i.e., furnaces, boilers, etc) located in a separate area with a minimum of fire resistance rating of two hours?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the return duct for forced-air heating systems at least 18 in (45.5 cm) above the floor?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is gas- or oil-fired equipment provided with a manually operated, emergency shutoff valve for the fuel supply?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the use of space heaters prohibited?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Decorations and Furnishings
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are seasonal, holiday, and other decorations or displays configured to maintain at least 36-in (91.4-cm) clearance from ignition sources?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are building contents and furnishings, such as draperies, wall decorations, and upholstered furniture, limited to materials with flame spread ratings of 25 or less (Class A)?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the use of high intensity lamps, such as halogen or quartz lights restricted or prohibited?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Cooking Equipment
	
	
	

	Are cooking appliances installed with adequate clearance to prevent overheating of adjacent surfaces?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are deep-fat fryers installed with at least a 16-in (4.1-cm) space between the fryer and adjacent cooking equipment; and equipped with automatic fuel cutoff valves?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is kitchen equipment, exhaust hoods, and grease removal devices, inspected and maintained according to the manufactures recommendations?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Laundry Rooms
	
	
	

	Are dryer exhaust systems installed with a minimum of 6-in (150-mm) clearance between the equipment and all other combustible materials?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the lint from clothes dryers removed on a regular basis and the dryers serviced regularly?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Maintenance Operations
	
	
	

	Are flammable and combustible liquids kept in covered containers when not in use?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is a hot work permitting system used for all cutting, welding, and soldering operations/ 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the inside storage of flammable or combustible liquids limited so that not more than 120 gal (454 L) are stored in any one storage cabinet?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Fire Protection
	
	
	

	Is the premises protected by an automatic fire sprinkler system meeting the requirements of NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, published by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are fire extinguishers located throughout the facility, in compliance with local codes and as required by NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the premises protected by as fire alarm system that is designed, installed, and maintained in accordance with the requirements of NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the fire alarm system monitored by a central station alarm company, with automatic retransmission of fire alarm signals to the fire department?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Does the institution take strong steps to discourage false alarms, including pursuing criminal charges?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are occupants provided with information and education on preventing fires, emergency escape, and the procedures for reporting emergencies?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Occupant Safety
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Is the use of candles restricted to dinning areas and other public settings and only when a person will be present for at least 30 minutes after candles have been extinguished?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are decorations located at least 36 in (0.9 m) from any ignition source including candles?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	If smoking is permitted are designated smoking areas established and “No Smoking” signs should be posted in all other areas of the facility?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are non-combustible receptacles for smoking materials provided and routinely emptied by the staff?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are cooking appliances, such as electric toaster ovens, broilers, skillets, hot plates, immersion coils, etc, prohibited in dormitory rooms? 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are heating appliances, such as space heaters, prohibited in dormitory rooms?
	· 
	· 
	· 
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The information contained in this publication was obtained from sources believed to be reliable. ISO Services Properties, Inc., its companies and employees make no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with either the information herein contained or the safety suggestions herein made. Moreover, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require further or additional procedure.
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