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Protecting Properties from Wildfires

Each year, wild-land fires destroy hundreds of buildings and more than 4,000 acres of land. Property owners located in urban and rural areas (i.e., wilderness interface areas) can take steps to reduce the likelihood of property loss from these fires. This handout provides some simple loss prevention steps to reduce the likelihood of losses from hostile fire in wilderness interface areas.
Property Access
Properties should have well maintained access roads, large enough to allow evacuation of the occupants and the simultaneous entry of fire department vehicles.

· At a minimum, roads should be at least 20-ft (6.1-m) wide and have a vertical clearance of at least 13.5 ft (4.1 m).

· Roads and driveways should not have more than a 10-percent grade.

· Dead-end roads, longer than 300 ft (91.4 m), should be provided with a turn-around having a radius of at least 50 ft (15 m).

· Roads and parking areas should be designed to accommodate fire department vehicles having lengths up to 38 ft (11 m) and a turning radius of 48 ft (14.6 m).

· Driveways should be provided for buildings when any point of a building’s exterior is located more than 150 ft (45.7 m) from an access road. Driveways should be at least 12-ft (3.7-m) wide and have a vertical clearance of at least 13.5 ft (4.1 m).
Fuel Reduction Area

To prevent the spread of wild-land fires to buildings, a fuel reduction area should be established.
· At least a 30-ft (9-m) separation should be maintained between buildings and other exposures, such as automobiles, fuel tanks, and outside storage areas, and high grass or wooded areas. This open area should be limited to well-irrigated small plants and grass.
· Shade trees should be spaced so that a 30-ft separation is maintained from buildings.

· Trees should be trimmed so that branches are not less than 6 ft (2 m) from the ground.

· Deadfall and trimmings should be routinely removed from open spaces.

Building Design

Buildings should be constructed using nationally recognized building codes and include designs that afford protection from hostile fires. General good practices include:
· Roof coverings should have a fire resistance rating of either A, B, or C.
· Roof vents should be covered with fire and corrosion-resistant screens.
· Exterior openings, including windows and doors, should have at least a 20-minute fire resistance rating.

· Overhangs, eaves, and balconies should have at least a one-hour fire resistance rating.
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The information contained in this publication was obtained from sources believed to be reliable. ISO Services Properties, Inc., its companies and employees make no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with either the information herein contained or the safety suggestions herein made. Moreover, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require further or additional procedure.
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