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Emergency Management Checklist for Hurricanes
Hurricanes are severe tropical storms with sustained winds of 74 miles per hour or greater. Hurricane winds can reach 160 miles per hour and extend inland for hundreds of miles. Hurricanes bring torrential rains and a storm surge of ocean water that crashes into land as the storm approaches. Hurricanes also spawn tornadoes. In the United States, hurricane advisories are issued by the National Weather Service as soon as a hurricane appears to be a threat. The hurricane season lasts from June through November.

Your business should have plans for preparing for hurricanes. The following are considerations when developing your plans:
	
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	Have you asked your local emergency management office about community evacuation plans?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you established facility shutdown procedures, and warning and evacuation procedures? 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you made plans for assisting employees who may need transportation?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you made plans for communicating with employees before and after a hurricane?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you purchased a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio with a warning alarm tone and battery backup to listen for hurricane watches and warnings?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you surveyed the exterior of your facility and made plans to protect outside equipment and structures?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Do you have plans to protect windows, such as by installing permanent storm shutters, which offer the best protection, or covering windows with 5/8' marine plywood?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have you considered the need for backup systems, such as portable pumps to remove flood water, alternate power sources (e.g., generators or gasoline-powered pumps), and battery-powered emergency lighting?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Are you prepared to move your records, computers, and other items to a protected place within your facility or to another location in the event of a hurricane emergency?
	· 
	· 
	· 
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The information contained in this publication was obtained from sources believed to be reliable. ISO Services Properties, Inc., its companies and employees make no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with either the information herein contained or the safety suggestions herein made. Moreover, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require further or additional procedure.
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